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This novel being the production of a writer whose name has hitherto scarcely transpired, the publisher is of
opinion, that ail introduction of it to the public by one who has been longer before them, may serve to procure
it the speedier attention. Thinking what | do of its merits, and the writer being one of my sons, the reader will
conceive how willingly | have fallen in with a suggestion having such an object; though at the same time | must
own that | felt myself to be in a delicate position, with regard both to the needlessness of my good word in the
long run, and the suspicions to which fatherly commendations are liable. In reflecting, however, that my
introduction is of necessity addressed chiefly to critical readers, | concluded that they would give me their best
construction. Assuredly the new writer neither expected any such recommendation, nor intended, in the first
instance, to have his name disclosed. He is not. indeed, a new writer at all, except as far as regards this class of
composition, and the involuntary appearance of the name. He has written anonymously for several years, with
the approbation of the best judges in the metropolis; and (to make use, in all modesty, of a saying of Johnson s
respecting Goldsmith) has no more necessity, with those that know him, of coming to me for help, in any one
respect, than he has to be fed with a spoon. Still he does not hold himself superior to the pleasure or the
advantage of having his father s good opinion. I...
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