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Brand New Book. This study recovers Italo Calvino s central
place in a lost history of interdisciplinary thought, politics, and
literary philosophy in the 1960s. Drawing on his letters, essays,
critical reviews, and fiction, as well as a wide range of works--
primarily urban planning and design theory and history--
circulating among his primary interlocutors, this book takes as
its point of departure a sweeping reinterpretation of Invisible
Cities. Passages from Calvino s most famous novel routinely
appear as aphorisms in calendars, posters, and the popular
literature of inspiration and self-help, reducing the novel to
vague abstractions and totalizing wisdom about thinking
outside the box. The shadow of postmodern studies has had a
similarly diminishing effect on this text, rendering up an
accomplished but ultimately apolitical novelistic
experimentation in endless deconstructive deferrals, the shiny
surfaces of play, and the ultimately rigged game of self-
referentiality. In contrast, this study draws on an archive of
untranslated Italian- and French-language materials on urban
planning, architecture, and utopian architecture to argue that
Calvino s novel in fact introduces readers to the material history
of urban renewal in Italy,...
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Reviews

This is the finest book i have got study right up until now. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never.
Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- K ea nu Johns   

This is the finest book i have read until now. It is filled with wisdom and knowledge You can expect to like just how the
author compose this ebook.
-- Tobin Lesch 
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