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9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.lin.Super PACs emerged after the U. S. Supreme Court permitted unlimited corporate and
union spending on elections in January 2010 (Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission). Although not
directly addressed in that case, related, subsequent litigation (SpeechNow v. Federal Election Commission) and
Federal Election Commission (FEC) activity gave rise to a new form of political committee. These entities, known
as super PACs or independent-expenditure-only committees (IEOCs), have been permitted to accept unlimited
contributions and make unlimited expenditures aimed at electing or defeating federal candidates. Super PACs
may not contribute funds directly to federal candidates or parties. This report explores what super PACs are,
how they developed, and what they raised and spent in the 2010 and 2012 election cycles. As of this writing,
Congress has not amended the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) to recognize formally the role of super
PACs. No legislation introduced thus far in the 113th Congress focuses specifically on super PACs, but some bills
contain relevant provisions. H. R. 270 (Price, N. C. ) would bar super PAC fundraising by federal candidates and
officeholders. The latest version of the DISCLOSE Act, H. R. 148 (Van Hollen), proposes new disclaimer
requirements that would apply to ads funded by super PACs and other entities. At the agency level, the FEC has
issued advisory opinions, but has not yet approved regulations governing super PACs. This item ships from La
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