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Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIl The Machine Industry The era of the
machine industry has been designated variously, to answer to
the varying point of view from which it has been considered by
divers writers. As an historical era it shows divers traits, more
or less characteristic, and it has been designated by one or
another of these traits according to the particular line of
interest that may have directed the attention of those who
have had occasion to name it. It is spoken of as the era of the
factory system, of large-scale industry, as the age of Capitalism
or of free competition, or again as an era of the credit
economy. But as seen from the point of view of technology,
and more specifically from that of workmanship as it underlies
the technological system, it is best characterised as the era of
the machine...
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