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Irrigation Drainwater Studies in Support of the San Joaquin
Valley Drainage Program: Final Report The National Fisheries
Contaminant Research Center recently completed a four year
program of studies to identify and characterize the toxicity of
contaminants associated with agricultural irrigation
drainwater in the Central Valley of California. The research
effort was divided into three major program areas: 1)
monitoring of water quality and contaminant levels in biota to
identify contaminants of concern and assess field-level
exposure, 2) toxicological asessment of drainwater
contaminants using fish and invertebrates in a battery of
laboratory and on-site tests, and 3) field and laboratory
bioaccumulation studies to evaluate the role of the food chain
in the transport, chemical speciation, and biological cycling of
contaminants. The results of these studies provide critical
information regarding the hazard of irrigation drainage to
aquatic life in California and other western states, as well as
the validity of current and proposed water quality criteria for
specific irrigation drainwater contaminants. Water Quality
Monitoring and Contaminants in Biota Field surveys of water
quality and contaminant levels were...
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