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12 Secretary Paige. We dont intend to do that. We will have some continued discussion with you about it, but
our current thinking does not include collapsing these two programs together. Mr. Hoekstra. Mr. McKeon. Mr.
McKeon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I, too, want to welcome you here, Mr. Secretary. I think it is refreshing to
have a secretary who has served as a member of a school board and a superintendent of a large school
district, someone who has come right from the firing line to now be able to hopefully take your experiences
across the country to benefit others. There had been several education bills introduced in Congress calling for
greater accountability in federal education spending but President Bushs No Child LeD Behind is the only one
that asks states to begin annual testing of public school students every year from grades three to eight in
reading and math. It seems to me that when we test at grade three and then test again at grade eight, if we
havent progressed during that time, we have lost five years out of the middle of that childs education. It seems
that that is a serious loss and that is probably one of the problems that we are having nationwide. In the last
few years along, as Chairman Hoekstra said, we put about 130 billion into Title I. And the last few years alone it
has been escalating. Last year it was 8. 8 billion....
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